
Recently we’ve refined our goal to relocate to Nizhniy Novgorod 
(NN) by the end of 2018 with the intent of planting a church there 
and ultimately starting a movement of healthy multiplying churches. 
Trying to reach this goal we continue to transition all major tasks 
and responsibilities of ministry at Gus-Hrustalniy Christian Church. 
Hopefully by the fall of this year we’ll finish this task and begin the 
relocation process. 
In mid-April I took a trip to Nizhniy Novogrod hoping to meet with 
some potential church planting partners as well as some local 
church ministers.  It was a good and productive time. I had the 
privilege of preaching in one of the local churches, met with their 

senior minister, and shared 
our vision of planting a new 
church in NN. They seemed to 
be supportive of the idea. I also 
met with a couple of potential 
members of the church planting 
team, they are in the process 
of seeking God’s will for their 
involvement in this ministry. The 
church planting team is slowly 
expanding. Hopefully by the 
end of this year, we’ll have five 
committed families, and we have 
three already. 
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We began to regularly meet on 
Sundays to study the Scriptures 
with Mihail and his family. They 
want to become a part of our 
church planting team. Please 
pray that our partnership would 
be productive.
I continue to regularly meet with 
my neighbor (he is Tartar) and 
study Scriptures with him. Please 
pray for his repentance.  I have 
another non Christian friend 
Caren (he is Armenian), who 
is very receptive of the Gospel. 
Please pray for him as well.
We hope to launch a plane 
modeling club for the Crimean 
Tartar children. Please pray that 
God would eventually use this 
club to reach the parents of 
those kids.

-Evegeny Kulikov from 
Simpheropol, Crimea

News from MTR 
Church Plant in 
Crimea

Lukmanov preaching at Light 
of Christ Church in Nizhniy 
Novogorod

Lukmanov’s Home Bible Study Group
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Ministry travel has become more difficult for Russian brothers 
and sisters visiting the US. The typical visa application process for 
Russians includes an interview with a US embassy representative. 
Due to recent changes, these interviews must now be scheduled 
250 days in advance. Even so, these interviews are only part of 
the process. In October, a few students and faculty from Light to 
the World Christian Academy (LTTW) in Kostroma were scheduled 
to visit supporting churches in the US. However, due to the recent 
changes in the visa application process, we regretfully had to move 
this year’s visit to Fall 2019.
For those unfamiliar with the LTTW Christian Academy, it is one 
of the primary outreach ministries of Kostroma Christian Church—
MTR’s first church plant. Many of you have faithfully sponsored 
the academy in order to give Russian children the opportunity for 
a quality Christian education. Thank you! If you are not yet an 
academy sponsor and desire to be one, check out more information 
on our website.  

http://www.mission2russia.org/christian-academy/

In recent months, Russia has frequently been in the news. Often a 
day does not go by without hearing of something related to Russia. 
I imagine many are weary of the story lines. With this in mind, I 
encourage you to make something positive happen. I challenge you 
to lift up the people of Russian speaking countries every time you 
hear of Russia in the news. Pray they would hear and respond to 
the gospel of Jesus Christ. And perhaps through us, God will change 
the story line.

 - Randy Jones
MTR Ministry Director

Light to the World Trip Cancelled 
Due to Problems Processing Visas

Directed Prayer for 
Mission to Russia

Praying for the church being 
planted in Crimea and its 
minister Evengeny Kulikov

Please pray for God’s 
provision as we need to 
find a different home to 
rent.
Please pray for the non-
believers and unchurched 
people who surround us, 
so that we may start 
building relationships 
with them and plant 
small home groups on 
Sundays.

The church in Mogilev, 
Belarus and its minister 
Tariel Kvarazhelly request 
your prayers as they try to 
find a new place to rent to 
hold their services.

Please pray for the new 
leaders of Gus-Hrustalniy 
Christian Church as Sasha 
Lukmanov transitions to 
move at the end of the 
year.  Pray also for the final 
formation of Sasha’s church-
planting team.  

Pray for Light to the World 
Christian Academy in 
Kostroma, Russia, as they 
are finalizing their decisions 
for the new upcoming first 
grade class.  There are 
limited spots and there are 
hard decisions being made.

•

•


