
Mission to Russia
September Monthly Update

Our Mission TO MULTIPLY CHURCHES IN 
RUSSIAN-SPEAKING NATIONS

Randy Jones, executive director, flew to Belarus to visit MTR 
International’s church planters and attend an annual church planters’ 

conference.   This year we were 
able to go there as a potential 
church plant team for the city of 
Nizhny Novgorod. Sergey, Vasiliy 
and I spent time working out the 
basic strategy and practical steps 
for our future church. I was so 
encouraged and inspired by this 
process. 
We’re still looking for people and 
families to join the core leadership 

group. There are several prospects that I’m praying for and will talk 
to during my upcoming visit to Nizhny Novgorod in mid October. Our 
goal is still to begin with a group of 5 families. 
Gus-Krustalny Church small groups, children’s ministries, and Sunday 
School are starting up again after breaking for the summer. One of 
the largest tasks ahead for my current church is a complete delegation 
of leadership and pastoral responsibilities to the board of elders and 
deacons since we are relocating in December. 

- Sasha Lukmanov
Field Director

News from the Field Director

Our church has begun to fast 
and pray for the future growth 
of the church asking God to use 
our spiritual gifts in ministry and 
for our search for a new place for 
Sunday meetings. We continue 
to pray for the formation of a 
youth group, the development of 
a leadership team, and a better 
place to meet.

Many members are actively 
seeking opportunities to grow in 
their faith.  I’ve been mentoring a 
young man in our church and we 
meet weekly.  Four women from 
our church plan to go to a two-
day ladies retreat this week.
In family news, my wife has been 
helping one of our daughters, 
who just had a third child. Our 
son is in his fourth year of college. 
Our younger daughter Natalia 
is studying photography. Our 
youngest, Dasha, is in school and 
also serves at church with young 
children.

- Igor Tsirulnikov 
Gomel Church Plant

News from Gomel, 
Belarus

Sergey, Randy, Vasily, and Sasha at the church planting conference.

Church planting conference



Over the summer we did several outreach projects and joined efforts 
with other local churches to hold a camp.  It was there, at the very 
beginning of this camp, that I received news that my father passed 
away. My family left camp 
and traveled to Abhaziya 
for the funeral. 
We are continuing one of 
the outreach projects that 
we started this summer. 
Every Sunday evening, 
we host a fun evening 
for children.  We’ve been 
playing games and building 
relationships.  
Two students from our 
church have decided to pursue ministry 
and have enrolled in the Kiev Theological 
Seminary this fall. Please continue to pray for us. 

 - Tariel Kvarazheli
Mogilev Church Plant
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Draniki
Fried potatoes (similar to hash browns) 

that is a national dish in Belarus.

Learn Russian...

Pray for the church in Gomel, 
Belarus and its minster Igor

As the church fasts and 
prays that God will answer 
prayer for where they 
will meet and how they 
continue to grow.
Pray for the members going 
to the ladies retreat and for 
the man Igor is mentoring.

Pray for the church being 
planted in Mogilev and its 
minister, Tariel.

Relationships to be built 
through their Sunday night 
kid’s program.  
The two students going 
to seminary to study 
ministry.

Pray for Sasha, the field 
director and the church being 
planted in Nizhny Novgorod.

For Gus Church leadership 
team.
Core leadership group in 
Nizhniy Novgorod.
A new place to live in 
Nizhniy Novgorod.
The relocation and 
adjustment of Sasha’s 
family.  
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Kostroma Christian Church just finished their Vacation Bible School.  
The theme played out with each Bible story set by a sea (or lake). 
The kids learned to be good friends and that Jesus Christ is our best 
friend. Through stories, crafts, games and dances the kids learned 

that a true friend, Jesus, is always ready to give wise advice. 
He protects us and will never betray or forsake us. The kids 
also found out that Jesus loves us so much that He was willing 
to die for us. Please pray that God will use these seeds planted 
in faith to grow into something really beautiful for His glory.

 - Helen Morozova
Kostroma, Russia

The Incredible Voyage

News from Mogilev, Belarus

Kid’s Sunday Outreach

Directed Prayer


