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The Gus-Khrustalny Church is going through its annual Winter Fast 
(similar to Advent) that lasts for 40 days and marks the completion of 
another year of ministry. Together we read through the 1 Corinthians 
and practiced different spiritual disciplines including contemplative 
prayer, generosity, Sabbath rest, limitations and confession. 
I have had the privilege of preaching my last sermon series in Gus 
Church during the past 5 weeks titled “Love Incarnated.” It has 
been a blessing to lead, preach, and serve this congregation 
over the last 16 years. I am greatly anticipating the next phase 
of my life and walk with the Lord in ministry as we move to 
Nizhny Novgorod.   
Regarding our move, I’ve signed a rental agreement for an 
apartment that my family and I will be occupying in Nizhny 
Novgorod, the very place that we originally hoped and prayed 
for over the last month and a half. Thank you for your prayers. 
God is good!
We are starting to box things up, and look forward to December 
27th as the day of our relocation. Please hold us in your prayers 
as I anticipate this holiday season to become the most stressful in my 
life. Especially pray for Ksusha and the kids. I trust that God will keep 
us all safe and merry. 

- Sasha Lukmanov
Field Director

News from the Field Director

We have become friends with 
the family next door, and I 
continue to get to know and 
meet with several unbelievers. 
I’ve started weekly classes with 
children and teenagers at the 
local Social Creative Center. 
Through this ministry, we hope 
to attract unbelieving youth 
and then their parents, mostly 
from Tatar families who are still 
not reached by the Gospel. I 
also continue to work among 
professional private pilots and 
air-model builders. 
This month we had visitors from 
the Ivanovo region, including 
brother Aleksey Sheikin. We are 
working together to plan several 
short-term missions endeavors 
for the upcoming summer.
We thank everyone who takes 

part in our life 
and prays for us. 
Our major needs 
remain the same: 
transportation 
for ministry and 
housing.
We wish you all a 
Merry Christmas! 
May God bless you!

 - Evgeniy Kulikov
Simferopol Church Plant

News from 
Simferopol, Crimea



There is still time for you to give toward 
Love in Motion. By doing so, you will help 
church planters obtain much needed 
vehicles for ministry. You can go to www.
mtrinternational.org to give online or mail 
your check to Mission to Russia at P.O. 
Box 755, St. Peters, MO, 63376. Be sure 
to designate your gift to Love in Motion 

in the check’s memo or the “add special 
instructions” section for online giving. 

Mission to Russia   PO Box 755  Saint Peters, MO 63376

Pray for the church in Minsk, 
Belarus and its minster 
Andrei.

Pray for the growth and 
strengthening of the 
team that will start a new 
church.
Pray for Lyuba and the 
health of the Grushin 
family.

Pray for the church being 
planted in Simferopol and its 
minister Evgeny.

Pray for their needs for 
affordable housing and 
transportation.
Pray for the unbelievers he 
meets in his neighborhood 
and where he volunteers.

Pray for Sasha, the field 
director, and the church being 
planted in Nizhny Novgorod.

Praise for God’s provision 
in securing a place to live!
Pray for the relocation 
and adjustment of Sasha’s 
family.  
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Directed Prayer

We consistently hold prayer meetings 
every Sunday prior to the English club. 
We use this time to lay the foundation 
for future Sunday worship and for team 
development.
Preparing for the official launch of a new 
church is underway. Recently 9 people 
from the club have confirmed their decision 
to participate in the church plant. We had 
planned to officially launch the church this 
Christmas, but we need more members on our team. Therefore, we 
decided to postpone the official launch to give us more time to form 
and develop our team. We are aiming for a minimum of 12 core team 
members, but preferably 15-20.

This week we’re starting a new small 
home group at my friends’ house. 
In addition to family and premarital 
counseling for couples, I began to 
meet with several young singles and 
talk about spiritual life and purity.
The health of our family is not always 
stable, but better than before. Lyuba 

continues to deal with medication adjustment after her surgery. 
Please, continue to pray for the health of our family.
Also, please pray for the growth of our church plant team and the official 
launch of the church, for wisdom in the education of adolescents, for 
creating a good, family atmosphere in our small groups and for our 
effectiveness in bringing unchurched people to Jesus. My family and 
I are very grateful for the prayers, support and encouragement that 
you provide for us!
With all our hearts we wish you Merry Christmas! May God bless 
you, your families, and your churches. May he continue to spread his 
kingdom through what you are doing! With gratitude and prayer for 
you,  Andrei Grushin and Family.

News from Minsk, Belarus

Love in Motion
Christmas 2018

Your special Christmas gift will help provide 
ministry vehicles for church planters.


