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The spring is finally here. Most of the snow is gone and we’ve had 
almost a full week of sunny days with the temperature not dropping 
below 0 degrees Celsius.
We continue to host a home Bible study group in our apartment. 
Most of the people who attend our fellowship are young adults with 
multiple children. Just two weekends ago, we had 9 adults and 11 
children. Sometimes the confined space of the apartment feels a bit 
overwhelming, but warmer weather is just around the corner and 
there will be plenty of outside activities for the kids. 
Last weekend, I traveled to Belarus to visit the church planters in 
Minsk (Andrei Grushin), Gomel (Igor Tsirulnikov) and Mogilev (Tariel 

News from the Field Director

Tariel & wife Elena, and 
son, Danik in Mogilev

Uriy & wife Olga, and 
Igor in Gomel

Kvarazheli). I spent about a day in each location, getting to fellowship with my fellow ministers and some 
of the people from their teams. I’m grateful to God for the wonderful workers expanding His Kingdom in 
Belarus. 
This month, Ksusha and I are attending a couple’s retreat for a time of rest, restoration and reconnecting—
just the two of us.. We have not done this in a while, and we’re both looking forward to it. We are also 
traveling to Gus-Khrustalny this coming weekend (Russia’s Palm Sunday) to visit family and our church 
friends there.  We will celebrate Easter (on April 28th in Russia) back in Nizhny Novgorod. 
Thank you for your prayers and support. They change our lives and the world around us.

- Sasha Lukmanov
Nizhny Novgorod Church Plant

Sasha, Andrei and Dmitry in Minsk
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I recently gave two lectures at ESL courses on the topic: What is 
the driving force of your life? These were two groups of about 40-45 
people. Most of them are unbelievers. I was a little worried, but it 
was a good experience for me. I think, this topic has touched some 
people.
I am very pleased with the spiritual growth of Maxim and Dasha, who 
recently got married. Max has begun to speak more often, giving 
short introductory sermons to our small groups at English club. Dasha 
helps with the small children who come with their parents.
Our leadership team made the decision to begin holding weekly 
worship services before English club. We will start the week following 
Easter, which is celebrated April 28th in Belarus. Sasha Lukmanov 
was with us during this decision meeting, and he encouraged us and 
prayed for us.
Please pray our leadership team—for unity, growth, wisdom, and 
sensitivity to God’s leadership. Pray for me to have patience and to be 
able to show love to the people around me. I would also appreciate 
continued prayers for the health of my family.  And I also ask you to 
pray with us for the start of a new sermon series after Easter, as well 
as a future place to rent for our new church. I am sincerely grateful 
for your prayers, participation, support of our family and the ministry 
of our team.

 - Andrei, Katya, Lyuba and Alyosha Grushin
Minsk Church Plant

News from Minsk, Belarus

Changes in 
Simferopol, Crimea 
Work 
MTR International strives to 
plant new churches among 
Russian speaking people by 
forging valued partnerships 
with indigenous church 
planters. These partnerships 
determine the effectiveness 
of our ministry because they 
are based upon agreed plans 
between church planters and 
our ministry. Beyond providing 
financial support to church 
planters, we seek to equip and 
encourage church planters to 
make progress in respect to 
the agreed upon plans. In April 
of last year, we announced 
a formative partnership with 
Evgeniy and Alexandra Kulikov 
to plant a church in Simferopol, 
Crimea. Since then, we have 
graciously encouraged progress 
in the work. However, due to 
lack of desired outcomes, we 
have ceased partnering with 
Evgeniy Kulikov. This decision 
was difficult but was prayerfully 
made and is based upon what 
we believe is best for our church 
planting efforts. Our ambition is 
to be faithful stewards of what 
and who God has entrusted 
to us. Please continue to pray 
for the Kulikov family as they 
transition. Again, thank you for 
your partnership and continued 
trust.

 - Randy Jones
MTR International
Executive Director


